
I think I can say with some confidence that many of us can remember 
decades ago when the evening news came on we would hear what 
was REALLY going on around the world, that the news anchors and 
reporters were reporting the truth, speaking to us with some authority.  
This is in contrast to the broadcasts of today that appear to be filled 
with opinion and twisted wording, to sell us a false agenda, lightly 
VEILED in the shadow of “truth”. 
 
In the synagogue Jesus taught what he knew, spoke the truth of God 
to the people, and the people listened in AWE to a man too young for 
this sort of wisdom.  He seemed to speak as did the prophets of old, 
with the authority of God from their lips.  And to top it off, even the 
unclean spirits obeyed his words, “Quiet!  Come out of him!”   
 
I suspect that the people of Capernaum at the time of Jesus were not 
so different than we today.  Eating, working, caring for their families 
and homes, gathering with friends and strangers to discuss the news 
of the day, wondering what they might do about the evils of their time.  
I suppose too that many felt frustration and wondered “Where is the 
Lord, why doesn’t He care for us anymore?”  It was THEIR time of 
darkness, their time of waiting for the LIGHT! 
 
Truly, today WE are ”dwelling in a land overshadowed by death”, 
physical, emotional, and spiritual.  Physically by those who scream 
their hateful words and by their riotous actions.  Emotionally due to 
the massive lockdowns, not only across our great Nation, but around 
the world.  Spiritually in our loss of trust in the Lord our God.  Psalm 
42 tells us, many say “Where is your God?”, and I’m afraid that our 
response today is, “Where IS our God?”, when we should be putting all 
our trust in the one who TRULY cares for us. 
 



As a global people we are all being put to the test, and we will all react 
to it in our own different ways – some good and some not so good.  If 
we act out of fear or let fear control our lives, we have already lost to 
the evil one of darkness.  If we close our hearts off to those in dire 
need of an uplifting hand, we allow the darkness to spread like a 
cancer.  If we isolate ourselves thinking I don’t need help from 
anyone, we are just fooling ourselves, severing connections that make 
us as a people WHOLE. 
 
God promised Moses He would send to His people PROPHETS, just as 
the people had requested, “Let us not again hear the voice of the 
Lord, our God”.  Prophets who would be emissaries from God, 
speaking HIS words to them, and ultimately sending His only Son, 
Jesus, that the people might hear the Words of God from His OWN 
mouth, speaking FULLY with the AUTHORITY of God.  Prophets, 
humble in their own manners, emboldened by God to give them 
courage in the face of disrespect and hatred, speaking the truth to 
ALL, both to those who would listen, as well as those who would close 
their ears.   
 
Our challenge today, as has been throughout the millennium, is to 
open our hearts and minds in prayer and thanksgiving to God.  We 
don’t have to look for Him, we just need to be attentive to His 
presence among us.  In Psalm 118 we read, “Give thanks to the LORD, 
for he is good; for his love endures forever.”   THAT is TRUTH. 
 


